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Section Two 
The Early Military Years 

 

The following will take us from after Graduation through Desert Shield 
 
Phew, needless to say, we survived the early driving headaches and after 
graduation we sold our NJ home and moved south to Palm Coast, Fl.  Palm Coast 
was a small bedroom community that Mike liked to refer to as ‘Sleepy Hollow” 
but after he had his fill of menial labor jobs he entered the Air Force and used his 
Civil Air Patrol experience to gain him an additional stripe at enlistment.  The 
challenge presented itself again and he applied for the Academy and was accepted 
to the AFA Prep school.  A wonderful education and opportunity and a difficult 
year of Prep School, preparing for the Air Force Academy.  Things were looking 
up.  He survived the Preppy year and most of the first year on the hill.  It was at 
that point in time that he realized his prior enlisted service made him the ‘old man 
of the class’ and he was not in the same category as the students who went there 
directly from high school.  Mike was a grown man who had been on his own for a 
few years, learned to care for himself and was a terrific financial planner, the  
AFA   was not for him.  There were so many mixed feelings and long trying phone 
calls about what to do and how to go about it.  Naturally, he was to control his 
own destiny and recognized he could have made a fine officer but he could not 

and would not deal with the, ‘I told 
you so’ philosophy.  He would 
question and ask ‘why’ and that 
was not the intent of the academy 
training.  They train you to react on 
command.  Too bad, but he knew 
the sacrifices and made the 
decision to return to the enlisted 
ranks where he felt he could work 
hard and make a difference, and 
not because someone ‘told him so’! 
 
The Air Force was his new home 
away from home. This was his 
career choice and he loved it.  The 
military took him to the ends of the 
earth and to the top of it many 
many  times and he never seemed 
to tire from it. When you enjoy 
what you do the rewards come. 
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Being a single young man is not always an easy way to be but being married to the 
AF is not easy either.  He planned to settle down and  raise a family one day but 
wanted to serve 20 years first and after that be able to focus on a new life with  
new challenges and rewards.   
As parents we looked forward to planning a wedding and to spoiling grandkids but 
that is a dream that will never be fulfilled.   
 
When Mike was flying around the world we would tease him about settling down 
and his comments were something like, give me time, when I’m 35 will be soon 
enough.  He had seen too many friends go through painful divorce and didn’t feel 
it was right to marry and be TDY as much as 300 days per year.   Because of his 
unselfish attitude and leadership ability he was either volunteering to do or to help 
or take on new tasks.  Danger never entered into the equation as you were trained 
to do what needed to be done to the best of your ability.  What more could anyone 
ask?  Of course his favorite saying was, when it is time for change,   the 
government will promote  to the highest level of incompetence. 

 
All the good work was recognized 
and he was well liked and 
respected and known as a guy who 
would get things done.  
Sometimes he came across as a 
hard ass but the seriousness of the 
job made things appear that way.  
In his mind there was only one 
way to do it,  the right way and do 
it now!   
 
His analytical mind won him 
many kudos and much recognition 
among his peers.  His friends 
knew how he was and would go to 
him with the problems that needed 
to be fixed right, not just with a 
band aid repair. That was how he 
was in the military.  At home he 
was just a guy home on leave 
enjoying some quiet time with his 
family.  These were special times 
for all of us. 
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In order for him to feel at home away from home, we would 
exchange boxes of videos and local news articles regularly.  Gary 
would tape TV movies and shows and Fran would add some 
personal touches to each care package.  He would return the tapes 
to trade for new ones but each box from him was like Christmas.  
There were surprises from around the world.  Sometimes foreign 
newspapers or menus or photos, other times a David Winter 
Cottage or a Hummel or a Russian hand painted tray or box but 
always something thoughtful that was out of the ordinary. When 
the mail person delivered these to our office, the whole real estate 
group would hover around and wait to see what Mike sent this 
time.  These were fun times that kept us all close at heart. 
 
Out of sight, maybe, out of mind, never! 
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Kirkland AFB, New Mexico   

Security Police 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Is it the Kirkland 
Kops or the 

Keystone Cops? 
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ENTERING   A NEW PHASE 
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There’s that date again, June 25. 
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The name on the jacket says it belongs to General Oaks 
 But he doesn’t look like the general. 

Must be a Mike prank. 
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Some people don’t even stay on the ground 
 long enough to re-enlist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I solemnly  swear, blah 
blah blah,  

 
Sign here! 
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It seemed strange to be purchasing property in England as things are 
handled differently over there.  The real estate ad call introduced him to 
the seller, a real British Bobbie, and they worked out all the details and 
soon Mike became a homeowner again.     

This turned out to be a good 
investment  as it became rental 
property when he transferred 
to Ramstein, AFB.            

Rental 
Property 
AKA   
My 
Write 
Off! 
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THE BOYS ARE AT IT AGAIN 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ‘FLAT’ 
AT   

RED 
LODGE IN 

THE 
UNITED 

KINGDOM  
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HOME FOR A VISIT MEANS GOING TO THE OFFICE IN A 
SPOOK  SUIT AND SHADES,  ABOVE   (WHO WOULD EVER 

GUESS)       AND SORTING MAIL AT HOME 
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Here we grow again. 

Decent working conditions and room to add on as progress dictates. 
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The first career was the Air Force. The next career was to be real estate 
related.  With everything in place we were growing and marking time! 

 
 
.   
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THE 
NIGHT 

THE 
WALL 
CAME 
DOWN 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER 9, 1989 
 
 

The crew escorted Helmut Kohl to this historic event. Grafetti laden 
souvenirs were plentiful and made nice accent jewelry. 
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CHECK POINT  
 

CHARLIE 
 

When  ‘Charlie’ was retired 
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Senator Phil Gramm with crew and dignitaries in India. This was 
memorable for Mike as they stayed in the same hotel where the US 
Tennis Team were staying in New Delhi and the banner welcomed the 
Davis Cup Champs and the captain of the team was none other than our 
own Palm Coaster, the touring pro, Tom Gullikson.  They exchanged 
business cards and shocked the rest of the crew as having bumped into 
someone from home when so far away. Knowing Mike, he probably 
gave Tom a real estate pitch while renewing an acquaintance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFTER A LONG   FLIGHT,  
‘HOMEWORK’ WAS RELAXING 
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 46

 
Continuous entertainment with 

Yakov Smirnof 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Home on leave with good friends Lars and Vicki Helland 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 47

 
 

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 
 

IT TOOK LONGER TO GET TO THE FINISH LINE  
BUT WORTH IT IN THE END 
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WAR    PROPAGANDA  
 

PAMPHLETS WE DROPPED FROM THE AIR 
 

I’M SURE THEY STOPPED THE WAR TO READ 
THE AIR MAIL 
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With Desert Shield now 
behind us, we move onward 

to Desert Storm, another 
chapter in our history books 

 
Morale was high and 

support was strong. The 
action made 

us proud to be Americans 
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R&R in Germany 
At neighborhood bier fest 
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PROUD WARRIOR 
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